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AP News

Pakistan detainees proud of rolein NYC bomb case

Investigator: 2 men detained in Pakistan admit helping Times Square bomber, are
unrepentant

ASIF SHAHZAD and KATHY GANNON
May 22, 2010

Two men detained in Pakistan for alleged linksh dttempted Times Square bombing have
admitted playing a role in the botched attack areduarepentant, with one angrily accusing
interrogators of "siding with the infidels," a senintelligence official said Saturday.

The pair are among six men officials say have lektained in Pakistan for alleged ties to Faisal
Shahzad, a Pakistani-American arrested in the Urftiates two days after the failed May 1
attack in New York. Like Shahzad, the detaineesairmmembers of their country's urban elite,
including several who were educated in the UnitedeS.

Details about the six were released late Fridagugh officials have not said when they were
detained. Five were picked up in the capital, Islbad, and one is co-owner of a swish catering
company that the U.S. Embassy said was suspectessab terrorist groups.

The intelligence official, part of the team questitg the men, cited the two suspects as saying
they did not do anything wrong and "proudly" delsicry Shahzad as their friend.

The official said one of the suspects had even smtihis interrogators of "siding with the
infidels."
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One of the suspects, identified as Shoaib Mugkal)leged to be a go-between for Shahzad and
Pakistani Taliban in their hide-outs close the Asfigtborder. He was running a large computer
dealership in Islamabad before his detention, saédintelligence official who — like most
operatives in spy agencies around the world — didyive his name.

The other suspect, identified only by his first ma®hahid, is alleged to have helped arrange
money for Shahzad. He has an MBA from the U.S.apmhrently knew Shahzad from his time
there.

The other four suspects have also expressed thgechfor the West and the U.S., but have not
admitted any links with Shahzad, the official said.

None of the men has been charged, though in Pakika& sometimes does not happen for
months, if not years, particularly if detainees lag&l by an intelligence agency.

Pakistani intelligence cooperates closely with@h&, which is often given access to detainees.

Shahzad is accused of leaving an SUV rigged whibraemade car bomb in New York's Times
Square on May 1 that failed to explode. The 30-yddmwas born in Pakistan and moved to the
United States when he was 18. The son of a formnéorae officer, he led a privileged life. He
has family roots in the northwestern city of Pestiaand grew up in at least one other city,
Karachi, relatives and officials have said.

Shahzad claimed during a long interrogation thatleeived financial support from the Pakistani
Taliban, two U.S. law enforcement officials closetlte probe said Friday, speaking on condition
of anonymity because the investigation has not lceempleted.

Investigators believe his U.S. funding was charthélgough an underground money transfer
network known as "hawala," the officials said. Borte official said "there's a belief that no one
in the U.S. who got him the funds was aware of whey were for."

He was the only person in the United States who"aasrational” in the plot, the official said.

Among those detained in Pakistan was Salman Adtirah, the co-owner of the upscale Hanif
Rajput Catering Service. Two other suspects "wathied to help bomb a big gathering of
foreigners" whose event his company was caterireggPakistani intelligence officer said.

Khan's father said Saturday he was baffled by tloeisations because his son is a successful
businessman who lived happily as a student in tig fdr four years. The younger Khan studied
hotel management in Florida and computer sciend¢¢omston, returning to Pakistan in 2001 to
take over the family business.

"How can a man who is so much involved in this bass be accused for such an activity, which
only a wild animal can think about?" Rana AshrabKlsaid in a telephone interview.
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"He might have differences about whatever has lgeamy on in our region for the last 10 or 11
years, we all have differences,"” Khan said. "(Baithiad) no feelings against the United States at
all. He lived there happily, he studied there."

The family reported Salman Ashraf Khan missingrdfie failed to turn up at his office on May
10. A neighbor's guard saw a man drop off Khan'sat#ghe family home about an hour after he
left for work, then speed off in a taxi with seVesthers, the father said.

Hanif Rajput Catering Service is popular among ifpreembassies and many of Pakistan's
wealthiest companies and individuals. In a statémoenits website, the U.S. Embassy warned
the catering company was suspected of ties toristrigroups and said American diplomats had
been instructed to stop using the firm.

Also detained was a former major who bought his veay of the army because of a
"disagreement with its policies," said the intediige official.

The ex-major is from Rawalpindi, where the armydupearters is situated. Last week, an army
spokesman denied anyone connected to the armyrvesteal in the probe, saying only a retired
major had been arrested on disciplinary groundsnasibeing investigated.

The link to the army is noteworthy because of th&i$tani military's past support for Islamist

militants in Afghanistan and Kashmir, and Shazéaisily ties to the air force. It was unclear
whether the suspect's alleged ties to Shahzadamg@ng when he still served
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